Session 1 --Why is Digital Curation Important for Workforce and Economic
In December 2011, the Board on Research Data and Information launched its first consensus study titled "Future Career Opportunities and Educational Requirements for Digital Curation." For the purposes of this study, Digital Curation is defined as the active management and enhancement of digital information assets for current and future use. The study will be performed pursuant to the following statement of task:
1. Identify the various practices and spectrum of skill sets that comprise digital curation, looking in particular at human versus automated tasks, both now and in the foreseeable future.
2. Examine the possible career path demands and options for professionals working in digital curation activities, and analyze the economic and social importance of these employment opportunities for the nation over time.
In particular, identify and analyze the evolving roles of digital curation functions in research organizations, and their effects on employment opportunities and requirements.
3. Identify and assess the existing and future models for education and training in digital curation skill sets and career paths in various domains.
4. Produce a consensus report with findings and recommendations, taking into consideration the various stakeholder groups in the digital curation community, that address items 1-3 above.
The study will be performed in 18 months and the resulting consensus report will be published, in the first half of 2013, in accordance with NRC procedures. The study is sponsored by the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), the National Science Foundation (NSF) and the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. An ad hoc study committee has been appointed by the President of the National Academy of Sciences to conduct the study and write the consensus report.
Members of the study committee:
Dr 
Symposium
As part of its third meeting, the study committee will hold a 1-day symposium on July 19, 2012 in Washington DC. The committee will invite several experts from the academia, private sector and the governmental agencies to provide their perspectives on digital curation workforce demand, education and training currently, and in the next decade. The symposium is open to the public and all stakeholders in the digital curation field. Once the agenda is finalized it will be posted on this website.
Contact information:
For more information please feel to contact the study director, Subhash Kuvelker (SKuvelker@nas.edu), or the BRDI director, Paul Uhlir (PUhlir@nas.edu). 
